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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KS, US 

SUB J : ROK REQUEST FOR PLANNING AND BUDGET DATA ON E-2C AIRCRAFT 
REF: STATE 212101 (DTG 21211 1Z AUG 78) 

1 . ALTHOUGH EMBASSY AND CONCERNED MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES 
IN KOREA ARE GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE E-2C ADDED TO THE 
ROK AIRCRAFT INVENTORY WOULD NOT MAKE A COST-EFFECTIVE 
CONTRIBUTION TO KOREAN DEFENSE, WE BELIEVE THAT THE BEST 
COURSE OF ACTION IS TO PROVIDE PLANNING AND BUDGET INFORMATION 
TO THE ROKG AND LET THE KOREANS REACH THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS 
WEIGHED AGAINST OTHER DEFENSE NEEDS. 

2. WHEN THE DATA IS PROVIDED, WE WOULD PLAN IN KOREA TO 
HELP THE ROKG PLACE POTENTIAL ROLE OF THE AIRCRAFT IN A 
REALISTIC FRAMEWORK OF LONG-TERM COMBINED ROK-US DEFENSE 
EFFORT. WE WOULD PROVIDE THE KOREANS WITH REALISTIC 
ASSESSMENTS OF TOTAL SYSTEM COST AND A VIEW OF WHAT 

US COULD OFFER IN THE SAME FIELD (WHICH WOULD MAKE E-2C 
REDUNDANT). 
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